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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND ENERGY

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Members of the Service List in D.T.E. 00-41

From: Andrew O. Kaplan, Hearing Officer

Date: October 17, 2000

Re: Notice of Technical Session

cc: Mary L. Cottrell, Secretary

______________________________________________________________________________

1. Background

On June 12, 2000, the Department of Telecommunications and Energy ("Department") 
issued an Order instituting a Notice of Inquiry ("NOI") into whether (1) metering, 
meter maintenance and testing, customer billing and information services 
(collectively, "MBIS") associated with electric and gas service may be competitively
provided; and (2) distribution companies service territories should remain 
exclusive. If the Department determines that MBIS should be unbundled and provided 
on a competitive basis, or that the exclusivity of distribution company service 
territories should be terminated or altered, the Department is required to file its 
recommendations, and draft implementing legislation with the clerk of the House of 
Representatives by January 1, 2001. 

2. Public Hearing and Technical Session
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On October 31, 2000, the Department will hold a public hearing and technical session
at our offices, One South Station, Boston, at 10:00 a.m. The public hearing portion 
of the proceeding is an opportunity for interested persons who did not submit 
initial and/or reply comments in response to the Department's NOI to comment on the 
proceedings. The Department has reserved November 1, 2000 (also at 10 a.m.), in the 
event that a second day is required for the technical session. 

Immediately following the public hearing, the Department will conduct a technical 
session. The technical session will focus on two issues: (1) whether advanced 
metering systems (i.e., equipment that is capable, at a minimum, of recording 
customers' hourly usage data and transmitting the data on a daily basis) can be 
efficiently installed under the current distribution company framework; and (2) the 
extent to which a supplier single billing option, under which suppliers would issue 
to their customers consolidated bills for both supplier-related and distribution 
company-related services , can be implemented within the current system.

The technical session is an opportunity for the Department to gather information on 
these two specific areas. Any interested persons with detailed technical expertise 
concerning these issues should notify the Department, in writing, by close of 
business on October 27, 2000, of their intention to participate in the technical 
session. 

Individual participants will not be permitted to question other participants or make
prepared statements; questions will be posed by the Department. Participants should 
be prepared to discuss new information at the technical conference and are requested
to refrain from restating information contained in their initial or reply comments. 

If you require clarification concerning the above information, kindly contact me at 
(617) 305-3500. 
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